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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

By way of preliminary amendment, please amend the above identified reissue 
application as set forth below. 


In the Claims: 

Please add new claims 2-20 as follows. 
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2. (NEW) A method of preparing and transporting food for regeneration 
comprising the steps of: 

preparing food at a first location: 

apportionlna the prepared food onto at least one trav: 

loading the at least one trav. bearing the apportioned food, onto a rack for 

receiving and supporting a plurality of travs in a predetermined alignment: 

transporting the rack, loaded with the at least one trav bearing the 

apportioned food, to a second location spaced from the first location: and 

regenerating the apportioned food while the at least one trav is supported 

by the rack at the second location. 

3. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step of, 
following sufficient regeneration of the apportioned food at the second location, 
distributing the at least one trav bearing the apportioned food to a consumer for 
consumption. 

4. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 3. further comprising the step of 
utilizing the rack to recover the at least one trav from the consumer, following 
consumption of a desired portion of the apportioned food by the consumer. 

5. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 4, further comprising the step of. 
following recoverv of the at least one trav from the consumer, transporting the 
recovered at least one trav back to the first location via use of the rack. 

6. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step of 
utilizing a transfer vehicle for transporting the rack, loaded with the at least one trav 
bearing the apportioned food, from the first location to the second location. 

7. (NEW) The method as claimed In claim 6, further comprising the step of 
using one of: 

a refrigerated vehicle: and 
a trolley 

as the transfer vehicle for transporting the rack loaded with the at least one trav 
bearing the apportioned food from the first location to the second location, 

8. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step of 
using one of: 

a refrigerated self-propelled vehicle: 
an un-refrioerated self-propelled vehicle: 
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a trolley: 
a dollv: and 
a conveyor 

as a transfer vehicle to transport of the at least one trav. 

9. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the step of 
using a mobile trolley incorporating heating/cooling means to facilitate regeneration of 
the apportioned food on the at least one trav. 

10. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step of 
using one of: 

a mobile trolley incorporating heating/cooling means: 
a mobile trolley coupled in operable combination with a separate heating 
cooling means: and 

a heating/cooling means 
to facilitate regeneration of the apportioned food on the at least one trav. 

11. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the step of 
loading a plurality of travs. each bearing apportioned food, onto the rack prior to 
transporting the rack, loaded with the plurality of travs bearing the apportioned food, to 
the second location by way of a transport vehicle. 

12. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the step of 
placing the transported the rack, loaded with the at least one trav bearing the 
apportioned food, in storage prior to regenerating the apportioned food of the at least 
one trav. 

1 3. (New) A method of preparing, transporting and dispensing food, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

preparing the food for consumption at a first location: 
apportioning the food onto a plurality of travs at the first location: 
providing a maneuverable rack with a predetermined stacking 

arrangement of particular dimensions and stacking the plurality of travs. once 

apportioned with food, in the rack: 

loading the rack, stacked with the plurality of travs. onto a transport 

vehicle for transportation to a second remote location: 
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transferring the rack, at the second location, from the transport vehicle to 
a receptacle, and the receptacle having at least one of heating means and cooling 
means, and the receptacle being configured to receive at least one rack; 

activating one of the heating means and the cooling means to regenerate 
the apportioned food of the pluralitv of travs of the rack: and 

dis pensing the plurality of travs. containing the a pportioned food, to 
consumers for consumption once the apportioned food is sufficiently regene rated. 

14. CNEW^ The method as claimed in claim 13. further comp rising the step of 
removing the rack from the receptacle prior to dispen sing the pluralitv of trays, 
containing the apportioned food, to consumer s for consumption. 

1 5. fNEW^ The method as claimed in claim 14. further comprising the steps of: 

usin g the rack to collect the pluralitv of travs following co nsumption of the 
apportioned food bv the consumers: and 

returning the pluralitv of travs and the rack back to the first location for 
reuse and wherein the receptacle remains at the seco nd location. 

16. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 13. wherein the receptacle is a 
mobile receptacle and the method further comprising the step of using the mobile 
receptacle to dispense the pluralitv of travs. containing t he apportioned food, to 
consumers for consumption with the rack contained within the mo bile receptacle during 
dispensing of the pluralitv of travs. 

17. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 16. further comprising the step of. 
following consumption of the apportioned food bv the consu mers, collecting and the 
pluralitv of travs with the rack located within the mobile receptacle. 

18. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 17. further comprising the steps of: 

removing the rack from the mobile receptacle following collection of the 
pluralitv of travs: and 

returning the pluralitv of travs and the rack back to the first location for 
reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 

19. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 13. further comp rising the step of 
placing the transported the rack, loaded with the pluralitv of t ravs bearing the 
apportioned food, in storage prior to regenerating the apportione d food of the pluralitv 
of travs. 
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20. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 13. further comprising the steps of: 
repositioning the rack within the receptacle and collecting the plurality of 

travs with the racl< in the receptacle following consumption by the consumer: and 

returning the plurality of travs and the rack back to the first location for 

reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 


REMARKS 


Claim 1 and new claims 2-20 are presented in this reissue application. Please consider 
the same upon consideration of this application. 

Support for the above newly entered claims can be found, for example, in the 
specification at in at least the following locations: claim 2, column 1 , lines 6, 7; claim 3, column 
1 lines 1 , 2; for claims 4 and 5, column 2 lines 1 , 2; claim 6, column 3 line 45, claim 7, column 
3 lines 1 8-23, claim 1 0, column 2 line 34-column 3 line 6; claim 1 1 , column 1 line 54; claim 1 2, 
column 3, lines 49-51; claim 13, column 1 line 46-column 2 line 6, claims 14-15, column 3 line 
54- column 4 line 4; and for claims 16-18, column 3 lines 37-44; and claim 19, column 3, lines 
49-51 , and claim 20, col. 3, lines 58, 59. 

In the event that there are any fee deficiencies or additional fees are payable, please 
charge the same or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account (Account No. 04-0213). 
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